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MycroSchool
is meeting
a vital need
in south
St. Pete one
relationship
at a time
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It takes a hero

50¢

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church celebrated 87 years in the community and
becoming debt free last Sunday, Oct. 21 at their mortgage burning ceremony.

Burn mortgage, burn!
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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Tools for a
new life

ST.
PETERSBURG
–
“Today with great joy we set
ablaze a debt that used to hang
about our necks. A debt that we
had to pay if we didn’t pay nothing else. But today, our great
God has brought another victory,” exclaimed Rev. Brian K.
Brown, senior pastor of St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church.
St. Mark held their mortgage burning ceremony in conjunction
with
their
87th-anniversary celebration
Sunday, Oct. 21. With his choir
in tow, the Rev. Dr. Wayne G.
Thompson, senior pastor of
First Baptist Institutional, was
on hand to encourage members that although a massive

debt has been paid, the work in
not done.
“Eighty-seven years is a
long time together,” said Khana
Rebman as she welcomed the
church. “That means that we’ve
had such a very strong faithful
foundation that stood the test
of time.”
Eighty-seven ago on Nov. 6,
1931, a small group of people
holding a prayer meeting decided to start a church. With
great vision and hope, this
group called the Rev. J.S.
Stokes as their pastor, purchased land on 11th Street
North and named their humble
gathering St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church.
A year later, the Rev. James
Atkinson was installed as St.
Mark’s second pastor. It was
under his direction that many

firsts took place. He organized
the first Sunday school, the
church’s first choir, as well as
construction began on the first
sanctuary.
St. Mark’s third pastor, Rev.
S.C. Caldwell was called in Oct.
1939. He served for 10 years
and after leaving the Rev. Clemmons served as supply pastor.
With the installation of Rev.
W. J. Glover in Nov. 1949, St.
Mark experience tremendous
growth in the following
decades, such as the demolishing and re-constructing a new
edifice on 11th Street North,
adding a parsonage, fellowship
hall and marquee and laying of
the cornerstone. Under his 38year leadership, many of their
current ministries were implemented, catapulting St. Mark to
See CHURCH, page 4

Gillum and DeSantis face off
in first gubernatorial debate
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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TAMPA – Gubernatorial candidates Mayor Andrew Gillum
and former Congressman Ron
DeSantis met for the first time at
a Tampa debate Sunday night, as
moderator CNN’s Jake Tapper
stated that Florida’s race revealed “just how divided the nation is right now.”
Introductions began with DeSantis briefly introducing himself and thanking his wife before
immediately accusing Gillum of
wanting to raise taxes and being
a failed mayor overseeing a
crime-ridden city embroiled in
corruption.
Gillum, in line with the
“when they go low, we go high”
Democratic methodology, used
his introduction to focus strictly
on his family’s background,
fighting for everyday citizens,
and his pride in being a Floridian, not mentioning DeSantis at
all.
Some of the topics covered
during the first debate included:
Environment

Gillum and DeSantis met each other for the first time at
the debate held in Tampa on Sunday, Oct. 21.
When Tapper brought up toxic algae and restore the EverDeSantis’ statement that he was glades, reminding Tapper that
not a climate-change advocate, the Everglades Trust endorsed
DeSantis said he didn’t want to him.
be “an alarmist” — although he
Gillum called himself “a canwould be “there for” northwest didate who believes in science”
Florida; his words to residents which Florida hadn’t had in a
were, “You guys are, resilient; we long time. DeSantis by asking
will rebuild.”
“What’s so California about beHe then went on to call for lieving that Florida should lead
“resiliency” in South Florida, in solar energy as the Sunshine
stating he didn’t want to follow State? We should be a global
Gillum’s path – enacting a “Cali- leader and teach the rest of U.S.
fornia style energy policy” that what it is lean into challenges of
would raise electricity rates. He green economy.”
affirmed having a plan to halt

Shala Joslin
BY CINDY SWISHER
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG
Shala
Joslin was everything a parent
doesn’t want a child to be. That’s
how she described herself.
Her bad behavior and attitude
was the end of her time at Lakewood High School. That and the
fight that left her opponent with
stitches across her forehead and
under one eye. She was expelled,
and the school district threatened
to bar her from all public schools.
Despite Joslin’s claim, her
mother wasn’t ready to give up on
her and found a place where her
daughter could get a second
chance. She enrolled at 16.
Located at 840 Third Ave. S,
MycroSchool Pinellas is the answer
for many at-risk students. Because
of the relationships built between
teachers and students, the small
class size (12-15 students), flexible
scheduling, and a high-tech, computer-based, self-guided learning
experience, kids who couldn’t
make it in traditional high school
have a second chance to graduate.
Her anger issues appeared to
be under control, as Joslin, now 21,
spoke. She was calm and confident
as she talked about her life, her son
and her plans for the future.
The shorter school day helped
to mellow Joslin. That and the ability to move at her own pace.
“I’m more of a teach myself
kind of person,” she said. “Time
management was easier for me
here.”
A public, charter, drop-out recovery program, MycroSchool has
been part of the Pinellas County
system since 2012.
The curriculum is 100 percent
in-line with Florida state standards,
and students must meet exit requirements to earn a diploma.
MycroSchool is open-entry,
open-exit, which means they accept
ALL students at any time throughout the school year. Students who
have already dropped-out, as well
as those who are “released” from
their home school mid-year be-

See DEBATE, page 8
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The legacy of lynching in America

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE HUBBARD, ESQ.
ASALH President

There is probably no
subject more terrifying to
African Americans than
the sordid, hateful legacy
of lynching as a tool to control black dissent and support the institutionalism of
racism in America. This violent history needs to be
acknowledged by all
Americans before its deep
and severe wounds can be
healed, and racial reconciliation can occur in this
country.
It is, indeed, difficult to
look at or think about, but
look at and think about it
we must. The violent enforcement of racial segregation haunts us to this
day.
Historians agree that
the lynching of black people was a direct reaction to
Reconstruction with its
concomitant enforcement
of black voting and the
Confederate loss of the
Civil War. Jim Crow was
enforced by it.
According to “Lynching in America: Confronting the Legacy of
Racial Terror” by the
Equal Justice Initiative, the
notion of a campaign of ter-

ror, including lynching,
against black people
started with the institution
of the Ku Klux Klan. The
Klan was born in Pulaski,
Tenn., in late 1865 shortly
after the Civil War with six
Confederate veterans. In
fact, Confederate General
Nathan Bedford was the
first Grand Wizard.
Lynching
quickly
spread throughout the former slaveholding states in
the South and parts of the
Midwest.
“The legal instruments
that led to the formal end
of race-based chattel slavery in America did nothing
to address the myth of
racial hierarchy … nor did
they establish a national
commitment to … racial
equality,” the report states.
In 12 Southern states
between the end of Reconstruction in 1877 to 1950,
there are 4,084 documented racial terror lynchings, and more than 300
more occurred in other
states during the same
time period.
The Equal Justice Initiative reports that Mississippi, Florida, Arkansas
and Louisiana had the
highest rates of lynching,
while Mississippi, Georgia
and Louisiana had the

highest number of lynchings.
Most people mistakenly think of lynching as
mob punishment for the
commission of a crime; on
the contrary, lynching was
an extra-judicial infliction
of brutality, torture, burnings, dismemberment and
killing of black people,
often as a public spectacle
without resort to due
process or a trial.
Women were not excluded from these heinous
crimes; as with black men,
they were lynched for
merely being accused of a
crime or committing some
social infraction against
white people.
Black people were also
lynched when the alleged
perpetrator could not be
found, but others were
available. Frequent accusations were of alleged
sexual assault against
white women, being disrespectful, refusing to step
off the sidewalk, arguing
with a white man or trying
to vote.
Sometimes lynching
mobs targeted entire black
communities such as in
Tulsa, Okla., Rosewood,
Fla. and in St. Louis. Even
non-black persons were
lynched, but almost all
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mob lynchings in the
South were of black men
and women.
Besides tremendous
work by numerous antilynching individuals, such
as Ida B. Wells, W.E.B.
Dubois, Walter White and
Charles Hamilton Huston,
the most effective organization opposed to lynching
was the NAACP. One of its
most famous lawyers,
Thurgood Marshall, after
each lynching, would hang
a sign out of the window of
the NAACP’s New York office with the words: “A
man was lynched yesterday.”
The horrendous practice of lynching African
Americans only came to an
end after successes during
the Civil Rights Movement
in the late 1950s, previous
mass migrations of black
people to the North and
when other anti-lynching
groups became more
vocal.
Attorney
Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the
president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of African
American Life and History,
Inc.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Early voting & remote ballot drop-off locations available
The Pinellas County
Supervisor of Elections reminds voters that early voting and remote mail ballot
drop-off locations are now
available for the Nov.
6 General Election.
Early Voting
Early voting is being
conducted now through
Sunday, Nov. 4 from 7-7
p.m. daily in the following
locations:
• Election Service Center, 13001 Starkey Rd.,
Largo (Starkey Lakes
Corporate Center)
• Pinellas County Courthouse, 315 Court St.,
Room 117, Clearwater (first floor, north
side)
• County Building, 501
First Ave. N., St. Petersburg (entrance on
5th Street)

• Centre of Palm Harbor,
1500 16th St., Palm
Harbor
• Gulfport Neighborhood Center, 1617 49th
St. S., Gulfport
Voters can check early
voting wait times online
at VotePinellas.com.
Ballot Drop-off Locations
Voted mail ballots can
be dropped off at any
Elections Office or designated ballot drop-off location during specified days
and hours.
The following remote
ballot drop-off sites are
available now through
Monday, Nov. 5 during
specified hours. Some locations are open Saturdays
but all are closed for ballot
drop off on Election Day. A
complete schedule is in-

cluded in mail ballot kits
and also available online:
Four Tax Collector
Offices:
• North County – 29399 US
Hwy. 19 N., Clearwater
• Gulf to Bay — 1663
Gulf to Bay Blvd.,
Clearwater
• South County – 1800 66th
St. N., St. Petersburg
• Skyway Plaza – 1067 62nd
Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Early voting and
mail ballot drop-of f
now available (Ballot
Drop Off Locations)
Six Public Libraries:
• Tarpon Springs Public
Library – 138 E.
Lemon St., Tarpon
Springs
• East Lake Community
Library – 4125 East
Lake Rd., Palm Harbor
• Oldsmar Public Li-

brary – 400 St. Petersburg Dr. E, Oldsmar
• Seminole Community
Library – 9200
113th St. N, Seminole
• Barbara S. Ponce Public Library – 7770
52nd St., Pinellas Park
• James Weldon Johnson Branch Library –
1059 18th Ave. S, St.
Petersburg
Two
Community
Centers:
• Centre of Palm Harbor
– 1500 16th St., Palm
Harbor
• Gulfport Neighborhood Center – 1617
49th St. S., Gulfport
Election employees
are stationed with secure
ballot boxes inside each
location to assist and hand
out “I Voted” stickers.
Voted mail ballots

must be received at one
of the three Supervisor
of Elections Offices by 7
p.m. on Election Day.
Voters are advised
to allow at least ONE
WEEK for their ballot
to be returned by mail
to the Super visor of
Elections Office.
Voted mail ballots cannot be accepted at polling
places.

To request a mail ballot,
visit VotePinellas.com, call
727-464-VOTE (8683) or
email MailBallot@VotePinel
las.com. The deadline to request that a ballot be mailed
is Oct. 31 at 5 p.m.
Daily ballot requests,
ballot mailing updates and
statistics on voted ballots received by the Supervisor of
Elections
are
posted
to VotePinellas.com.

It takes a hero to ask for help
BY MELANIE L. THOMAS,
MBA
Public Affairs Specialist

ST. PETERSBURG —
He came home from Vietnam with nightmares, intrusive
thoughts
and
flashbacks, but with the help
of Cognitive Behavior Therapy and Prolonged Exposure Therapy at the Bay
Pines VA Healthcare System, Pierre Williams is
learning to get past the pain.
He was a young Marine
with gunfire all around. Any
bullet might be the one that
killed him. His job was underground, in the dark, as a
tunnel rat, to ferret out any
North Vietnamese soldiers.
Most didn’t survive the job.
There were poisonous
snakes and danger around
every corner.
“About one in every five
(tunnel rats) survived,” he
said. “It was a suicide mission.”
He came home to
dreams of corpses, burning
flesh and post-traumatic
stress. With the help of Cognitive Behavior Therapy and

Prolonged Exposure Therapy at the Bay Pines VA
Healthcare System, Pierre
Williams is learning to get
past the pain.
Williams suffered from
nightmares,
disturbing
thoughts and flashbacks for
years before reaching out
for help in 2009 and learning
he had post-traumatic
stress.
“The staff here at Bay
Pines was very patient with
me. They allowed me to express myself, were supportive when I needed them and
allowed me to talk about
things that held me [captive] in my own way,”
Williams said.
The therapy meant revisiting his past and all the
dangers in Vietnam.
“I remember being in a
tunnel and seeing matted
baskets,” he said. “If you did
not know how to navigate
around them, or gave them
the slightest bump, you
could be bitten by the most
poisonous kind of snake.
“One bite and you were
dead.”

It took several more
years before Williams tried
additional therapy.
Dr. Kellie Hyde, clinical
psychologist for the Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder
Integrated Recovery Program worked to gain his
trust, make him feel safe,
and assist him with taking
the next step in his recovery.
“Prolonged Exposure
Therapy can be very difficult for Veterans because it
may feel very scary for
them,” Hyde said. “When
they do make the decision
to have this type of therapy,
their
symptoms
may
worsen before getting better.”
Hyde helps Veterans understand why the therapy is
important, how it is going to
help them meet their treatment goals and, if they do
the work, move past their
trauma.
“I was afraid to commit
… because I knew it would
bring out the most severe
trauma events I endured in
Vietnam,” Williams said.
“However, one of the most

significant steps in my recovery was when Doctor
Hyde helped me to overcome one of the reoccurring nightmares I had.
“I would see the charcoaled bodies of a mother
and her child I had killed.
The thing that stayed with
me for years was reliving
that moment when I see
their eyes staring back at
me.”
Dr. Sarah Barron, program manager for the Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder
Integrated Recovery Program, said this type of therapy is well researched and
helps reduce symptoms so
Veterans can have a more
functional life.
“Clinical experience tells
us these are the most effective approaches in treating
patients with PTSD,” Barron said.
Prolonged Exposure
Therapy was not easy for
Williams, but he said he is
grateful to give it a chance.
“The turning point for
me was when I realized the
sincerity and compassion of

L-R, Josephine Smith with Veteran Pierre Williams
the Mental Health team.
They saw that I really
wanted to do well in this program and gave me the tools
to succeed,” Williams said.
Making treatment a collaborative process is necessary so Veterans reach their
recovery goals.
“The decision to engage
in trauma-focused work can
be a difficult one for many
patients,” Hyde said. “Establishing trust and a relationship with them is imperative
in helping to coach them
along the process. I’m not
the one driving the bus.
They’re in charge.”
And now that Williams
completed the program, he

encourages others to give it
a chance.
“This program has
taught me to cope with my
issues,” he said. “I would encourage others to come to
VA and face their fears. You
can’t face them by yourself.
It takes a hero to ask for
help, and I am grateful that I
did.”
To learn more about Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder
programs at the Bay Pines VA
Healthcare System, please
visit https://www.baypines.va
.gov/services/Stress.asp. For
more information about National PTSD services available to Veterans, visit
www.ptsd.va.gov
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‘This is not a stopping time’
CHURCH, from front page

a pillar in the community.
During Rev. Glover’s
illness and subsequent demise in 1988, the church
was under the divine leadership of Rev. Isaac McNeal until the Rev. David
Thompson, Jr. was installed as the fifth pastor
on Feb. 16, 1989. During
his tenure, four ministers
were licensed and ordained, as well as two additional deacons. The new
sanctuary
was
constructed at 1301 37th St.
S, their current location,
and the week-long dedication service was held
from April 21-28, 1991.
Once again Rev. McNeal was called to oversee
St. Mark when Rev.
Thompson left in 1994.
On July 30, 1995, the
search was over. Rev.
Brown was installed as St.
Mark’s sixth spiritual
leader. Under his leadership, new church vans
were purchased to facilitate transporting members to service and a new

marquee was installed to
highlight
upcoming
events.
On May 28, 2006, St.
Mark celebrated the opening of two new buildings:
the Reverend W.K. Glover
Education Wing, which
came complete with eight
classrooms, a computer
lab and the Reverend
Isaac McNeal Library, and
the Administrative Wing
that houses two offices
and spacious conference
room.
The congregation continues to grow spiritually
with new trustees being
added, licensure of ministers and ordination of deacons. In 2017, a vision to
eliminate the mortgage
was brought to the forefront, and on April 1 of
this year, a more than
$900,000 debt was paid.
“You’ve done a gigantic thing in some terrible,
perilous, financially cataclysmic times. You have
defied all of the financial
analysts, and all of the IRS

experts and all of the folks
who count every nickel
and dime,” praised Rev.
Thompson, revealing that
currently there are at
least three African-American churches in St. Pete
that are heading to foreclosure. “Now you have
been able to burn that
which has been a noose
around your neck. It has
tied your hands from
doing things for God.”
Rev. Thompson urged
that this is not a stopping
time, but it is a time to go
back to work. He reminded St. Mark that if
God made it possible to
pay off a $900,000 mortgage, He could do so
much more.
“We have a need to continue the concept of giving
to the cause, to the glory of
God and to the sustainability to the church and the
community.”
Congratulations on 87
years serving the community and becoming debt
free!

L-R, Anniversary Committee Chairpersons Sister Dianne Speights,
Deacon Thomas Jackson and Sister Leila Wilson

See CHURCH, page 5
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CHURCH, from page 4

Deacon John Washington
giving the occasion

Guest speaker
Rev. Dr. Wayne G. Thompson

Sister Khana Rebman welcoming
the church to the celebration
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Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Her way
The governor’s races
in two neighboring southern states are making national headlines. A legal
battle has brewed in the
“Peach State” over alleged
voter suppression efforts
of Republican gubernatorial candidate and current
Secretary of State of Georgia Brian Kemp.
Reportedly, Kemp has
flagged more than 53,000
voter registration applications for discrepancies.
Note, 70 percent of the
voter registrations are
those of African Americans.
Georgia’s gubernato-

rial race is a close one. Although some may think
the alleged voter suppression claim has not drawn
enough national headlines, its Democratic gubernatorial candidate has
certainly drawn additional
press interest. Meet
Stacey Yvonne Abrams.
Abrams was born on
Dec. 9, 1973. She is a
politician, lawyer, businesswoman and novelist.
From 2011 to 2017,
Abrams served as Minority Leader of the Georgia
House of Representatives.
With this installation in
2011, Abrams became the

first woman ever to lead a
party bloc in the Georgia
General Assembly.
Also, she was the first
African American to assume the top spot of either
party in the lower chamber. Earlier this year,
Abrams made history
again by becoming the
first black female major
party gubernatorial nominee in the United States.
Abrams got involved
in politics at an early age.
As a high school student,
she was hired as a typist
for a congressional campaign. By 17, Abrams was
hired as a speechwriter.
Knowing the importance
of
education,
Abrams earned her Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies (Political
Science, Economics and
Sociology) from Spelman
College where she graduated magna cum laude in

1995.
In 1998, she earned a
Master of Public Affairs
degree from the University of Texas at Austin’s
LBJ School of Public Affairs where she was a
Harry S. Truman Scholar.
Then, in 1999, Abrams
earned her Juris Doctor
from Yale Law School.
After graduating from
Yale Law, Abrams worked
as a tax attorney in Atlanta. She focused on taxexempt
organizations,
health care and public finance. At 29, she was appointed Deputy City
Attorney for Atlanta.
By 2007, Abrams
began her career in the
Georgia Legislature as a
Member of the Georgia
House of Representatives
where she remained until
she started her run for
Governor last year.
After becoming Minor-

ity Leader of the Georgia
House of Representatives
in 2011, Abrams’ first
major accomplishment
was working with the
then-Republican Governor to reform Georgia’s
HOPE Scholarship Program. Also, in 2011 as reported by Time magazine,
Abrams “can credibly
boast of having singlehandedly stopped the
largest tax increase in
Georgia history.”
Not to be limited to the
politics of life, Abrams is
also an accomplished author. Under the pen name
Selena Montgomery, she
is the award-winning author of several romantic
suspense novels. She has
won both the Reviewer’s
Choice Award and the
Reader’s Favorite Award
from Romance In Color
for Best New Author.
She has published arti-

cles on issues of public policy, taxation, and nonprofit
organizations as well.
Abrams’ ability to
blend party loyalty with a
pragmatic approach to ensure that government
works well for its citizens
may result in another history-making moment. Will
she be Georgia’s next governor? If so, she will do it
her way. The nation is
watching.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Who will be Florida's next governor?
DEBATE, from front page

He also asserted he
would go after the “biggest
polluters” who had given
DeSantis over $300,000 in
campaign contributions,
stating, that “for twenty
years we’ve handed over
the keys of environmental
protection in this state to
the biggest corporate producers, ”and calling DeSantis “an election year
environmentalist”
who
voted 33 times against
clean water.
Healthcare
Gillum has gone on
record stating his desire to
ensure all Floridians
through Medicare and has
been accused by DeSantis
as having a far-left socialist
platform because of it.
Gillum did acknowledge that he wanted to extend health care to the
800,000 Floridians currently uninsured, accepting
the Medicaid expansion’s 6
billion dollars — which
other states were accessing, but Florida was “leaving on the table.”
DeSantis
called
Gillum’s plan of “Medicare
for all” a “euphemism” that
actually abolishes care for
seniors, Tricare for military
families, and those who get
insurance from employers
— instead forcing them
onto a single-payer system
where the government
would ultimately choose
their healthcare.
Gillum called DeSantis’
version of his healthcare
plans “revisionist” – stating
that DeSantis voted over a
dozen times against the Af-

fordable Care Act, and
adding how DeSantis told a
cancer patient “you can always go to the emergency
room.”
In response, DeSantis
argued that most people
covered by Medicaid expansion would not get care
by doctors — who didn’t
accept new Medicaid patients — and that in reality
those people would be
going to the hospital for
care.
Economy
Beginning with the subject of the minimum wage,
Tapper noted that Disney
will be moving their workers to a $15 minimum, and
asked DeSantis his feelings
on minimum wage.
DeSantis avoided Tapper’s question, saying “I
want to Florida’s economy
to continue going”— instead mentioning Gillum’s
desire to raise taxes and
bringing up a study that
said Gillum’s plan would
necessitate either enacting
a 38 percent sales tax or imposing a state income tax.
He also said Disney
could raise their minimum
to $15 only because they’re
doing well. He said he believed it was important to
keep taxes low and said the
minimum wage should be
left to the state constitution’s current plan — to
base the minimum on inflation.
He also mentioned
cities in which the $15 minimum has not worked, resulting in lost hours for
workers and businesses

leaving those cities.
Gillum reminded him
that 44 percent of Floridians couldn’t make ends
meet, and that of 67 counties, 36 were doing worse
now than in 2007. “We’ve
got to build a more robust
economy that makes way
for people to have one job
rather than multiple jobs as
a way to make ends meet,”
he affirmed.
When Tapper brought
up the fact that Gov. Scott’s
program had brought 1.5
million new jobs, Gillum
pointed out that these were
low wage jobs.
Gillum also stated that
under the recent “Trump
tax scam” the wealthiest
three percent of corporations walked away with 6.3
billion dollars — and he
wanted a billion to be invested in Florida since
teachers’ salaries were the
45th lowest in the country.
DeSantis pointed out
that under Gillum, Tallahassee has become the unsafe and that he has failed
the people of Tallahassee,
but Gillum refuted that
with by saying that while
his city is in a five-year low
in its crime rate, and as the
eighth largest city in
Florida, is actually 28th in
crime.
Tapper did bring up the
corruption investigation
under the FBI involving
Gillum’s former campaign
treasurer and asked Gillum
whether Floridians should
trust him. Reminding him
that neither he nor his city
government is under FBI

investigation, Gillum stated
he has welcomed the FBI
and made all records publicly searchable.
He also pointed out that
DeSantis has gone out of
his way while in Congress
to protect Trump and
block the Mueller probe,
calling him a conspiracy
theorist who has gone as
far as to “suggest that some
deep state” is undermining
Trump.
Race
Tapper dropped the
bomb by questioning DeSantis about retaining
money from the campaign
donor who called Obama
“the n-word” and about his
statement that Florida voters shouldn’t “monkey this
up by electing Mayor
Gillum.”
DeSantis’s response
was that in while serving in
the military, “when we
were downrange in Iraq, it
didn’t matter, your race, we
all wore the same uniform,
we all had that American
flag patch on our arm,” and
that while working as a
prosecutor with law enforcement, “it didn’t matter
the race of the victim.” He
went on to say this should
let Floridians know he
would be the governor for
all Floridians.
He then called on
Gillum to disavow the
Dream Defenders, attacking him for having “stood
by” and “stood with” the
group, stating that their
stances – including divesting and boycotting Israel,
and calling their strong

Gubernatorial candidate Andrew Gillum
speaking at St. Petersburg College last Friday,
Oct. 19.
stance on police brutality
an “attack” – was “divisive.”
In return, Gillum stated
that his relationship with
Israel was beyond his approach, that he’d been to
the country three times,
and had the support of
many rabbis in his community (as well as Tallahassee
having a sister city in
Ramat HaSharon, Israel).
He also accused DeSantis
of moderating a xenophobic, racist Facebook page –
which DeSantis denied.
Immigration
Tapper asked Gillum
on whether he believed the

850,000 undocumented immigrants
should
be
granted citizenship; Gillum
denied this, stating that he
believed Florida needed
comprehensive immigration reform rather than terrorizing and families.
DeSantis
accused
Gillum of wanting to abolish immigration and customs enforcement in favor
of establishing a sanctuary
state – calling Gillum’s
ideas a “wet kiss to the
drug cartels.”
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

Jayla Dixon
But she did more than
that. Walker helped her
with clothes, bills, and the
baby. “She was someone to
lean on,” Joslin said. “Like a
second mom.”
Walker is the air traffic
controller at MycroSchool.
She greets visitors, answers
phones, and takes care of all
the administrative tasks involved with running a
school. She also helps with
fundraising and grant writing.
More than any of that,
she is perhaps the school
and its student’s biggest
cheerleader. She believes in
the mission of MycroSchool
and the relationships with
students and their families it
makes possible.
The passion is evident in
her voice as she explains
that MycroSchool takes students already deemed “at
risk,” maybe already
dropped out, and offers
them a second chance.
The caring and commitment don’t end with graduation. Walker is still a part of
Joslin’s life and sees her on
a regular basis. “The staff
here is going to make sure
you stay straight after you
graduate,” Joslin said.
Most do.
Dixon will be attending
St. Petersburg College
(SPC) next semester. After
earning a master’s degree
in business, she plans on
starting her own company
designing and customizing
shoes and clothing.
“I wish I wouldn’t have
skipped so much,” Bartee
said. “I wish I could go back
and fix the mistakes I made,
but I can’t.”

Shala Marie Joslin

MycroSchool Pinellas is the answer for many at-risk students
SCHOOL, from front page

cause they are too far behind to graduate, are welcome at MycroSchool.
This policy can negatively impact funding.
Full-Time Equivalency
numbers of students are
calculated in late Sept.
These numbers are the
basis for state funding. Because the money is allocated at the start of the
school year and enrollment
at MycroSchool tends to
climb as the year progresses, they often find
themselves facing a deficit.
Critics of the program
have suggested that refusing to admit students late in
the year would alleviate
extra fundraising efforts;
however, that is not consistent with the school’s mission to serve all students
regardless of when they enroll or whether they can
meet a graduation deadline.
Jorvariz Bartee, 20, is
one of those students. He
has been at MycroSchool
for the past two years, ever
since he heard about it at a
meeting for students who
were getting “kicked out” of
their high schools because
they were too far behind to
graduate on time.
Bartee was in the Gibbs
High School auditorium
that day because he skipped
a lot of school during his
time at Lakewood. So much
that he hadn’t earned
enough credits to graduate
with the rest of his class.
Sitting there listening to
the speaker layout his options, he decided to give
MycroSchool a try.
“I felt like this was my
last shot to graduate,” he
said.
The gamble paid off –
he only has two more
classes to go until he earns
his diploma.
The setting and the
teachers made the difference for him. “This works
better for me because I can
pace myself,” Bartee said.
He can take as much
time as he needs for each
lesson. When he feels
ready, he takes the test. If
he needs help, the teachers
are there for him.
Not all students come to
MycroSchool behind in

credits. Some, like Jayla
Dixon, 18, valedictorian of
this year’s graduating class,
came for the opportunity to
work at their own pace.
Dixon always did well in
school and got pretty good
grades, but after moving
back to St. Petersburg from
Chicago when her mother
suffered a stroke, she
began to lose focus. Her
grandmother suggested
MycroSchool. She liked the
idea of working at her own
pace.
“Working at my own
pace helped me,” Dixon
said. “I knew I could hurry
up and finish and get on
with the real life.”
Another advantage for
Dixon was the way the
teacher’s formatted the lessons to each student’s learning style. That gave her the
opportunity to form relationships with her teachers.
“I connected with my
teachers more here,” she
said.
Christopher Wolf has
been the Exceptional Student Education teacher at
MycroSchool for three
years. Born in Philadelphia
and transplanted to St. Petersburg 20 years ago, he
earned his degree in special
education from the University of South Florida. He has
spent the last 15 years
teaching special education
from elementary to college
level.
Wolf said he knows
what it’s like to have a learning difference. He has
many. He knows from experience
not
everyone
processes information in
the same way. Fortunately
for him, his mother recognized his differences early
on and was able to enroll
him in a program that
helped him overcome
them.
Most of the students in
Wolf’s classes have not
been as fortunate. “Imagine
finding yourself in ninth,
10th, or 11th grade English
with a third-grade reading
level,” he said. “It’s a wonder these kids have made it
this far.”
Those kinds of deficiencies can be demoralizing for
students. Add to that the

harsh reality that many of
their families don’t value education and you have a
recipe for trouble.
“These kids have been
pushed aside for a long
time,” Wolf said. “A lot of
them get to the point they
just don’t want to do it anymore.”
Because of what these
kids have been through,
many arrive at MycroSchool resistant, oppositional and defiant. “That is a
huge hurdle to overcome,”
said Wolf.
According to Wolf, all
the teachers at MycroSchool are committed to
helping their students rebuild the self-esteem that in
many cases has been destroyed. They take the time
to connect with them at a
deeper level; to build a genuine rapport; to help recondition their thinking to see
that not only can they graduate, they can also be successful.
Wolf has found a home
at MycroSchool. Despite
what most educators would
consider a challenging student population, he said he
feels this is the most fulfilling thing he has done in his
career.
Helping students to see
their strengths, their talents, and that they can do
and be more is what makes
the staff show up every day.
“Being a part of the kids
discovering that they have
options” is the best part of
the job according to Wolf.
He is more than a
teacher to his students; he
is their mentor. He talks
about the times he has gone
to court for his students and
how many have his cell
number.
Wolf said the unique relationships these students
have with the teachers and
staff is what keeps them in
school when so many other
things are pulling them
away. Many students work
late at fast food restaurants,
get up after a few hours of
sleep and come to the early
session because they have
to be back at work in the afternoon. For some, just finding a place to sleep at night
is a challenge, not to men-

Christopher Wolf,
Exceptional Student
Education teacher at
MycroSchool for three
years.
tion the less than reliable
city buses they must take to
get to school every morning.
Knowing that someone
cares if they are in school,
that someone wants them
to succeed, that someone
has their back – that’s what
makes the real difference.
It was the catalyst for
Bartee. Not only do the
teachers give him more
help than he was able to get
at Lakewood, but they also
take the time to get to know
him. And he gets to know
them. He feels that allows
them to “adapt to each
other.” For him, it’s all about
relationship.
Relationship was the
biggest reason Joslin was
able to graduate in June
fourth in her class. The
communication she developed with the staff was the
key to her success.
“They all really want
you to succeed, to be someone,” she said. If that meant
working around Joslin’s
work schedule, making
sure she had something to
eat or even helping with
daycare, the staff was there
for her.
Especially
Faune
Walker, the school’s administrative services/Title I coordinator. When Joslin’s
temper would get the best
of her, Walker would bring
her into her office. She
taught her things like how
to write a business letter or
make a resume.

But with only a few
more classes to go, he is on
the right track. A track he
hopes will take him to culinary school.
“I really like to cook,” he
said. “I’ve been doing it
since I was 12.”
Joslin was majoring in
biology at SPC with plans
on becoming a doctor when
another challenge reared its
head. She, her son and
boyfriend were evicted
from the home they were
co-sharing with two other
young families.
She was unable to continue with her classes at
SPC due to the upheaval
and stress. Joslin is now
working in a restaurant and
hopes to return to school in
Jan.
“Unfortunately, this is
the real-life challenges that
face so many of our students and graduates here
and throughout the community,” said Walker,
adding that Joslin was paying her portion of the rent to
the couple listed on the
lease, but the couple failed
to pay the landlord.
Joslin is currently living
with relatives. If you have or
know of anyone who has a
reasonably priced place to
rent, please contact Walker
at
Faune.Walker@mycroschool.org.
For more information
contact MycroSchool at
(727) 825-3710 or visit
www.mycroschool.org.
Cindy Swisher is a student reporter in the Neighborhood News Bureau of the
University of South Florida
St.
Petersburg.
Visit
nnbnews.com for more info.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
HEALTHY LIVING
NATURALLY
By Dr. Ramona Valentine

Tame your carb cravings
In my weight loss practice, clients are always asking me if there is any type
of grain that they can eat
and not stop their weight
loss. The answer to that is
a resounding NO. Any
type of grain will cause
weight gain, especially
those from white flour and
other refined products.
They are all carbohydrates, and many have refined sugars such as white
sugar and high fructose
corn syrup and sometimes dairy products that
cause even more weight
gain and promote diabetes.
My advice is to stay
away from grains, refine
foods and other carbohy-

drates if you are trying to
lose weight. If your cravings will not quit, we do
carry a product called
“Appetite Curb” that stops
carb cravings and contains
chromium, a mineral that
has been seen to help level
the blood sugar.
It also has the building
blocks to the “feel good
hormone” Serotonin that
lifts your mood. And, elevation of the natural production of Serotonin helps
you not crave those comfort foods so much.
With that said, here
are some of my favorite
non-carb bread recipes:
SUPER LOW-CARB
BREAD RECIPE
Mix in one bowl the

following:
1 cup almond flour
1 cup arrowroot flour
1/3 cup coconut flour
1 teaspoon salt
Mix in another bowl
1/4 cup warm water (105110 degrees) two teaspoons of yeast and two
teaspoons maple syrup.
Wait 10 minutes, should
be foamy. Then add two tablespoons psyllium, one
and a half tablespoons
chia and let sit for two to
three minutes. It will become gelatinous.
Next mix dry ingredients into this, knead for
one minute and put in a
bowl with a damp towel
over the bowl. Put it in a
warm place to rise for one

hour. It should double in
size.
Put on parchment
paper or wax paper and
cut in half. Make two
round pieces and pat
down slightly. Mix 1 egg
and a little water and
brush the tops with the
egg and water mixture.
Preheat oven to 425
degrees. Put parchment
paper in a pan and place in
the oven until hot. Place
dough on parchment
paper and place back in
oven until brown.
Wait until it cools to eat
or else it will be chewy.
CLOUD BREAD
3 Eggs Yolk and white
separated.
3 Tablespoons cream

cheese
1 Teaspoon Baking
powder
You need three bowls.
Put cream cheese in one
bowl and mix. In the first
bowl mix egg yolks with
mixer then blend cream
cheese in. In the second
bowl put baking powder
and egg whites and with a
mixer whip until you get
peaks. Then mix yolks
into the egg whites, fold in
gently.
Line a cookie sheet
with parchment paper.
Spoon dough on the tray.
You don’t have to separate
them too far apart because
they don’t spread out too
much.
Preheat oven to 375-

400 degrees. Bake for 15
minutes. You can put them
in the broiler afterward for
a few minutes to brown
the tops. You can put Organic butter on them and
enjoy!
These are some delicious ways to help your
low carb diet. For extra
help or recipes email me
at doctorvalentine@aslimmeryou.us.
Dr. Valentine is a
weight loss consultant, a
health consultant and a
chiropractor. You can reach
her at 855-771-SLIM
(7546) or stop by A Slimmer You at 10300 49th St.
N, Suite 211. Log on to
www.aslimmeryou.us for
more information.

NCLC & ACLU lobby city council Memorable moments in
World Series history
to reject gun cameras and fund
body cameras
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

BY THE NATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LEAGUE OF
COUNCILS

ST. PETERSBURG -The National Christian
League of Councils
(NCLC) and the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) appeared before
the city council Thursday,
Oct. 18 to advocate the
implementation of a new
legislating city policy that
would require all St.
Pete police officers that
carry a badge and a gun
to wear traditional body
cameras.
Both groups were
joined by civic organizations, labor representatives, clergy and others
extending their collective
voices in lobbying for
body cams to provide
transparency and accountability of officers
when they engage the
public.
The NCLC is vehemently opposed to Chief
of Police Anthony Holloway and Mayor Rick
Kriseman’s preference
and insistence on ignoring the African-American
community’s request for
body cams to deploy gun
cameras instead.
“We’re outraged that
Chief Holloway’s is
presently promoting to
the media and press that
because the manufacturer has taken the camera from under the barrel
of the police gun and repositioned it on the officers’ chest, he feels he
can now call the gun cameras a body camera”
stated NCLC National Director Sevell Brown.
He said it is a mockery and a “semantical”
play of words. The camera would still be “inextricably” tied to the officer’s
gun and would still be
triggered when the
weapon clears the police
officer’s holster.
“More importantly,
Chief Holloway’s type
gun camera completely
eliminates all recordings
of the officer’s engagement with the citizen
when arriving at the
scene of a call or engaging the citizenry without
a call, thusly, deleting any
sense of accountability
that can be obtained from
the
gun
video
camera,” said Sevell
Brown.

In 2014, the NCLC
and a cross-section of the
community appeared before the city council requesting
body
cameras. Chief Holloway
asked that council give
him two months to test
the cameras; four years
later, and no test results.
Ray Arsenault, president of ACLU Pinellas
County Chapter, conveyed to the city council
that there are almost
100,000 ACLU members
in the state and more than
4,000 in Pinellas County,
alone.
“Police departments
all across the state have
adopted the body cameras in short order and
have had great success.
The numbers of incidents
have plummeted. The evidence is overwhelming
that it is a positive thing
for any community, any
police department,” said
Arsenault. “I think Chief
Holloway is somewhat a
problem on this, and I
think this attempt to substitute gun cameras for
body cams is very unfortunate.”
He said gun cameras
will not only protect the
community but will also
protect the officers from
false charges.
Arsenault then read
into the record a prepared statement from
Howard Simon, executive
director of ACLU Florida.
Simon said body cameras
are not a cure-all, “but
with the right policies in
place that balance privacy
for both citizens and the
police, the body cams program has the potential to
provide a meaningful
safeguard against abusive
practices and an accountability program that improves trust between the
police and the community.”

NCLC’s
Darryl
Brown, Sr. noted that in
many cases of brutality, a
gun is not pulled. He
gave an example of the
51-year-old great grandmother who was beaten
on the interstate by a 6’4”
260-pound highway patrolman, and no gun was
drawn. He also brought
up Eric Gardner who was
put in a choke hold and
killed by officers with a
gun being drawn.
“Another thing, where
are the test results from
Chief Holloway’s testing?
Do you councilmembers
have them? Who has
them? Has anybody seen
them? Why have they not
been shared with the
black community or the
community at large,” Darryl Brown, Sr. asked.
Maria Jose Chapter, of
SEIU Florida Public Service Union, spoke specifically about her concerns
of cameras videoing sanitation drivers in their
trucks. She said management uses the cameras to
spy on workers.
She feels the city
should take the money
they use to spy on sanitation workers and buy
body cameras “for city
workers who are armed.”
Rev. Alvin Miller, who
was one of 21 ministers
and 544 residents who
signed the NCLC petition
supporting body cameras
that was submitted to the
council, stated that body
cameras show honesty.
Sevell Brown asked
councilmembers if they
would be willing to invite
experts in from the ACLU
Florida to conduct a symposium or workshop in
order for them to make
an intelligent decision,
and no one answered or
asked him, or the other
speakers, one question.
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As the 114th edition of
the Fall Classic is upon us,
we take a look back at
some of the most remarkable feats—from astonishing catches to dominating
pitching performances to
clutch four-baggers—that
have forever earned a
place in Series history.
Reggie
Jackson
blasts three
With a natural-born
swagger and penchant for
boastful remarks, Reggie
Martinez Jackson carried
the big stick to back up
his words.
When he signed with
baseball’s most revered
team, the New York Yankees, and joined them for
the 1977 season, the slugger was expected to provide the long-ball pop to
help the Yanks win their
first Series since 1962.
Very aware of his star
power, Jackson even
averred that summer in a
magazine interview that,
“This team, it all flows
from me. I’m the straw
that stirs the drink.”
Those words did not
go down so smoothly with
some of his teammates.
But after winning their
division and dispatching
the Kansas City Royals in
a hard-fought five-game
series to capture the
American League flag, the
Yankees and Jackson had
lined up a shot to win it all
in the Fall Classic against
the talented Los Angeles
Dodgers. After edging the
L.A. team in three of the
first five games—in none
of these contests did the
Yanks beat their rivals by
more than two runs—the
boys in pinstripes stood

Jackie Robinson
poised to win it all in
Game 6, as the city waited
breathlessly to explode in
celebration.
And Jackson provided
the long-awaited spark—
three of them to be exact.
In a feat that will likely be
unmatched as long as the
game is played, Jackson
belted not one, not two,
but three home runs in
succession to carry the
Yankees to a convincing 84 victory and seal the Series win.
This display of power
is more amazing as Jackson whacked these balls
into orbit on only three
pitches! Over three at-bats
against three different
Dodger hurlers, Jackson
smashed the first pitches
he saw into that stands
and earned a nickname
for his clutch hitting that
has stuck with him
through this very day—
Mr. October.
Jackie
Robinson
swipes home
When Jackie Robinson
stepped onto the field in
1947 to play in a major
league baseball game, his
entire race walked alongside him. And it was with
lightning-quick steps that
he raced from third base
to steal home in Game 1 of
the 1955 World Series,

Reggie Jackson

providing baseball history
with one of its most exhilarating moments.
Born into a sharecropping family in Georgia,
Robinson fulfilled his
dream of competing
alongside baseball’s best
as he broke the color line
in 1947 to play for the
Brooklyn Dodgers. In
1955 the upstart Dodgers
faced off against the New
York Yankee team—a juggernaut the Dodgers had
faced five times in the Series dating back to 1947.
They had lost to the
mighty Yankees every
time.
Things looked bad for
his team in the opening
game as Robinson stood
on third base with two out
in the top of the eighth inning and the Dodgers
down by two runs. Whitey
Ford, one of the game’s
greatest pitchers, stood
on the mound and looked
to deliver a 1-0 pitch to his
trusty catcher, Yogi Berra.
Looking antsy, the fleet-offoot Robinson took quick
steps up and down the
third base line, in an apparent move to distract
Ford.
But all that the revving
up wasn’t just for show as
Robinson, in a burst of
speed, blazed straight for
the plate to outrun the
pitch that Ford had just
fired to the plate. The
beefy Berra shot up out of
his crouch, ready to snag
the ball and make the tag
on the onrushing Robinson, heading right for him
like an express train.
Robinson slid in a
cloudburst of dirt just
under the mitt of Berra.
Safe! Believing he had
nabbed his man, Berra
briefly lost his mind and
argued with the umpire’s
call like a man possessed,
but the call stood. Robinson’s quick thinking and
even faster feet had pulled
his team to within a run.
Though the Dodgers
wound up losing that first
game, with the help of
Jackie Robinson’s daring,
“go-for-broke” style, they
finally felled the Yankees
See HISTORY, page 14
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘The Hate U Give:’ A bold depiction of youth
rising, family survival and police violence
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

T.H.U.G.L.I.F.E.: The
Hate You Gave Little Infants F@#%S Everybody.
Meaning, what you feed us
as seeds, grows and blows
up in your face, that’s Thug
Life. – Tupac Shakur
NATIONWIDE
—
With the ongoing highly
publicized assaults on
black and brown bodies
by police and agents of
anti-black discrimination,
there is still a reason to
reimagine the harsh and
painful reality of these
crimes.
George Tillman Jr.’s
“The Hate U Give,” is a
tour de force that brings
to the screen Angie
Thomas’ 2017 novel about
the murder of a black teen
at the hands of a police officer and the ensuing personal, legal, gangland and
political battles fought out
in the city where the
killing occurs.
TRAILER: “The Hate
U Give” official trailer
Thomas’ book was inspired by the 2009 police
shooting of Oscar Grant,
as well as other high-profile police and anti-black
discriminatory murder
cases — including those
of Trayvon Martin, Mike
Brown, Tamir Rice and
Sandra Bland.
However, those expecting a “Black Lives
Matter” retelling (as some
reviews have mentioned)
should be cautioned. This
is a Young Adult novelturned-film, and it approaches the story from
the viewpoint of a 16-yearold who is less than eager
to come to grips with the
situation she finds herself
in.
A
riveting
visual
retelling, the film offers
standout performances by
lead actress Amandla
Stenberg as Starr, the 16year-old heroine of the
story, as well as by Russell
Hornsby as her ex-gang

W W W

member father Maverick
and Regina Hall as Starr’s
determined, protective
and understandably terrified mother Lisa.
The subject matter is
comprehensive and challenging – kind of like real
life. Once the layers of history from the characters’
past start colliding with
the present, we are reminded there is as much
trauma and pathology inside black communities as
in the fictional Garden
Heights, or in Jackson,
Miss., where author
Thomas grew up or in our
own St. Pete as outside of
them.
The movie centers on
the events surrounding
the murder of Starr’s
childhood friend Khalil,
played by Algee Smith –
but there are also a variety
of other factors swirling
around her that create
conflict in the film.
Alongside the dreaded
police violence that ends
in Khalil’s death, there’s
also a “kid from the ghetto
code-switching in a white
school” element – revealed in Starr’s complex
relationships with her
white friends – as well as
discomfort with her black
ones (including childhood
friend Kenya, played by

. T
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Dominique Fishback).
Of course, there are
the multiple issues related
to the city’s legendary
gang, the King Lords – led
by Kenya’s dad, King
(played by Anthony
Mackie). There’s also the
uncomfortable dynamic
between Starr’s halfbrother Seven (Lamar
Johnson) and his questionable mother Iesha
(Karan Kendrick).
Hip-hop artist/actor
Common brings to life the
role of Uncle Carlos, the
police detective who offered a father figure to
Starr while Maverick was
imprisoned for gang activities, and who still provides support – even while
his uniform ties him to the
system in ways that are
harmful to the community.
“Insecure” creator and
star Issa Rae plays lawyer
April
Ofrah,
the
spokesperson for a Black
Lives Matter-like activist
organization, who steps in
to encourage and guide
the percolating anger and
resentment of the town’s
black citizens as the police
do nothing to bring the
killer to justice.
But it’s ultimately
Stenberg’s powerhouse
performance as the iden-

E E K L Y

tity-conflicted and anguished teenager forced
to find her voice amid the
fray that wraps us into the
drama.
Audrey Wells’ screenplay dexterously transposes a 400-plus page
novel into a palatable hour
and a half long film, and
Tillman’s in-your-face handling of explosive scenes
of violence – both physical
and emotional – will leave
you clutching your armrests.
While the material is
painful, the film also manages to rise above a torrid
ending. “The Hate U
Give” does illustrate
Tupac’s message that
what we are passing along
to our children – on a national level, on a community level, on a family
level…will most definitely
in some way come back to
haunt us.
At the same time, audiences are left with another
message that is powerful
– even if only because it is
all black and brownskinned people have to
hold onto in the USA, still,
in 2018: that we can only
survive the current madness through community,
love, pride, recovery…
and personal choice.

C

Directed by:
George Tillman Jr.
Screenplay:
Audrey Wells;
based on a novel
by Angie Thomas
Starring:
Amandla Stenberg, Regina
Hall, Russell Hornsby, Algee
Smith, Common, Issa Rae
Rating: PG-13 for mature
thematic elements, some
violent content, drug
material and language
Runtime: 132 minutes
Studio: 20th Century Fox
TWC Film Buff ‘10-Star’ Rating:
9.5
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COMMUNITY NEWS
An inmate hopes this prison
program will give him the tools for
a new life: Part 1 of 2-part series
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY

Elvin Colton (not his real
name) is a 32-year-old ninth
grade dropout and recovering drug addict in prison for
the fourth time. But later this
year when he goes home to
his children and family, he
believes he will have spent
his final years behind bars.
There’s a reason for his newfound hope.
Colton, whose real name
is being withheld in order to
protect his privacy, says the
Continuum of Care Program (COC) at the
Graceville Correctional Center - a privately-run facility
operated by the GEO
Group, Inc. in Jackson
County Florida - is practically
saving his life. Before leaving he will have earned his
General Education Degree
(GED). He also will have
taken business and vocational courses offered at
Graceville in preparation for
his new life and career - a
marked contrast to the way
it was before - enduring a
sentence and then being released from a public prison
facility with little more than a
bus fare home.
“It was, ‘I’m gone do my
time and then go home.’ Get
$50 and be kicked out,” he
recalled with a chuckle. The
memories of other inmates
in COC are basically the
same. Another recalls being
released with no transportation as he pleaded that his
home was more than a hundred miles away.
While not a magic cure
for the ills of the criminal justice system, Colton’s experience under the COC
program at Graceville has
been much different as
GEO Care and other companies are shedding light on
ways that could help turn
prisons from incubators of
future crime to potential
pathways for stability and security for former inmates.
Reducing recidivism has
long eluded the experts. In
2005, the Bureau of Justice
Statistics undertook a study
of over 400,000 prisoners in
30 states to measure recidivism. The results were discouraging: 56 percent of
former inmates were arrested within a year after release and more than
two-thirds, or 67.8 percent,
were back in the criminal
justice system within three
years.
In response to data like
this, the National Institute of
Corrections (NIC) and the
U.S. Justice Department’s
Crime Justice Institute (CJI)
produced a report, Implementing Evidence-Based
Practice in Community Corrections: The Principles of
Effective Intervention, such
as assessing risk, targeted
skills training, reinforcement
and getting feedback. GEO
has long been developing
ways to implement such
principles and develop metrics to make sure they are effective.
“Being here and getting
the education and the help I
need, the tutoring and being
in my substance abuse
class,” Colton says. “And
then my continued care like
they help out a whole lot
with being released back
into society, like all the benefits they have as far as like
you get help with your housing and somewhere to live,
you get bus tickets if you
don’t have transportation.
They help with so much
stuff…It’s like positive-in,
positive-out, you know.”
A father of five children,
yearning to succeed for himself and for them, Colton
says his experiences in the
public Department of Corrections have been no comparison.
“Being in the DOC is
like you’re fending for your-

An unidentified prison inmate
learns vocational skills in the Continuum
of Care program at the Graceville
Correctional Center. Many COC
participants believe the program’s offerings
will change the course of their lives.
self. You don’t have the help
from the teachers. And
you’ve got to study on your
own and learn for yourself,”
he said. “I prefer to be here
and to do my time here - not
to say that I love being in
prison – but to be here, it’s a
blessing to be here.”
His sentiments are
echoed by dozens of others
in GED programs, career
skills classes, a tier specifically for faith-led inmates
and drug rehab groups.
Some, once hardened criminals, are nearly brought to
tears while telling of their
mothers and families witnessing their GED graduations.
GEO Care says any inmate who enrolls in the program is assigned a case
manager upon their release.
There is also a call center for
released inmates that they
have access to for 12
months.
Derrick D. Schofield, executive vice president of the
COC program and Reentry
Services for GEO, says
GEO pours $2.9 million annually into the COC program at Graceville alone and
$10 million annually into the
15 COC programs across
the country. “When you do
it dirt cheap, you get poor results,” he said.
Schofield said GEO
would like to place even
greater resources toward
the post-release services
such as clothing, housing,
and transportation. “We
want them to succeed,”
Schofield said of the inmates.
Earlier this year, the
GEO Group received the
“Innovation in Corrections”
Award from the American
Correctional Association
(ACA). Among the reasons
was that the recidivism rate
among released inmates
who did not participate in
GEO’s COC program was
nearly twice the rate as those
who did participate in the
program, according to analysis included in nomination
for the award submitted by
the School of Criminology
and Criminal Justice at
Florida Atlantic University.
Prior to serving as assistant warden of programs at
Graceville, Wilton Cloud
had spent 10 years as an assistant warden in the state
corrections system. He said
he thought, more or less,
that this was the only way to
do things. “But this company is sewing so many resources into this COC
program that not only do
they give an inmate an education or a vocation, but they
also try to change their
thinking so maybe they can
put that to use,” he said of his
experience with Geo Care.
GEO Care says 90 percent of its inmates take advantage of the programs it
offers and in some cases inmates have housing and
even jobs awaiting them.

The COC is only two years
old and officials are just starting to gather statistics to determine the possible impact
on recidivism. According to
last year’s annual report, the
target goal was “assisting individuals reenter society as
productive and employable
citizens.”
GEO’s recent annual report also outlines a glowing
list of successes, which include 2,615 high school
equivalency diplomas, 7,814
vocational certificates and
8,412 substance abuse program completions. It also
boasts on its award-winning
cognitive, behavioral and
substance abuse treatment;
high tech, enhanced academic programming; enhanced vocational training
through nationally certified
programs, and faith-character based services with an
emphasis on mentoring and
therapeutic community settings.
While the debate rages
over whether companies
such as GEO Care are part
of the problem or the solution to the many challenges
of the U.S. penal system,
Colton is intensifying his
preparation for his new life.
He will spend less than two
more months in Graceville
before being released.
“He’ll continue to meet
with me every other Monday. We’ll discuss any concerns or questions that
come up, any kind of support needs,” says Katherine
Grady, his COC caseworker.
Colton will also be eligible
for post-release services
such as help getting his Social Security card, his birth
certificate, a resume, and a
Florida ID.
Colton traces some of
his early troubles to abuses
he suffered while growing
up in foster homes. But he
believes he is ready to make
it on his own this time.
“At this moment I have
no concerns. I believe I’m
going to succeed and I’m
going to be successful with
the help I get from here,
from Graceville,” he said. “I
see my future now. At first I
didn’t, but now I do…I have
a whole different perspective
on life now.”
GEO does not cast itself
as the sole answer to the
dysfunction in the nation’s
prison system; nor does it
compare itself to other
prison systems or prison operators. For example,
Schofield explained that the
decrease in recidivism over
the last three years is strictly
one that GEO representatives have monitored among
GEO’s own population.
Nonetheless, he says, the
company’s COC programs
merit consideration in a
wider effort at prison reform.
He concludes, “Don’t
think of us as a private prison
company. Think of us as a
solutions provider.”

.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

A spiritual overview of the 2018 Amendments
This week is dedicated totally to the upcoming elections with regards to the confusion and slick trickery of these amendments.
So, here is what the true born-again believer should be voting and why.
For the most part, I won’t go into long drawn out detail over everyone but the hard
work of reading and studying them each has already been taken care of.
So you can feel comfortable putting your conscience at rest knowing that these decisions are what we Spirit-led born again believers that look like “US” feel is best for
“US”.
If they don’t coincide with those of others, know that we are not politicians, so they
won’t match in most cases.
I will however next week, go into more detail as to how the decisions were made.
Amendment 1 – NO
2 - NO
3 – NO
4 – YES How long should someone continue to suffer for one bad mistake? So we
crucify them for LIFE?! They have paid their debt to society.
5 – NO

6 – NO!!! So I’m accused of a crime and based on that alone you decide to violate
my CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS given to me as a U.S. citizen?
Texas is one of many states overturning convictions because it was later found out
the “so-called” victim lied. OMG, not to mention, Emmett Till. Let the system do what
it was intended to do. Blind justice. Yes the system is broken, but as for us, its broken
and tilted and this would only make it worse than it already is.
7 – YES
9 – YES
8 – WAS OMITTED, but WOW! Wait ‘til it comes back, and it will.
10 – 13 All YES.
Note the CRC created 6-12 which is why there is so much “mess” and forked tongueness, (new phrase) for lack of a better description.
Thirty-four out of 37 are Republican. Hmmm emoji. Zipper closed mouth emoji.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L. Harrison
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Rejoice in the Lord always:
and again, I say, Rejoice!
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, Pastor Brian K.
Brown and members give
thanks to God at this special
time for His continual mercy,
grace and abundant blessings
as we have culminated the
celebration of the Church’s
87th Anniversary!
On Sunday, October 21 at
the 10:45 a.m. service Pastor
Brown, brought Part 2 of ‘Always Rejoice’ with the key
scripture from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 and additional
scripture from Jeremiah
29:11, Romans 8:14-16, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and Ephesians
2:8-10.
Four points were
given: ‘Always Rejoice’ (1) because of the will of God; (2)
because of the witness of God;
(3) because of the word of
God; and (4) because we have
the work of God. Pastor
Brown pointed out that God’s
will is for our betterment (Jer.
29:11); God Spirit has a central
role in our lives (Romans 8:1416); It is the word of God that
helps us live to the fullest (11
Timothy 3:16-17) and Jesus is
the only one who can make us
better (Ephesians 2:8-10).
Services for day continued at 3:30 pm as St. Mark
held its finale celebration of

the church’s anniversary.
Rev. Dr. Wayne G. Thompson
and the First Baptist Institutional Church joined us in giving high praise to God for his
faithfulness over through the
years. During the anniversary
celebration, we paused to officially burn the mortgage on
the building. We thank First
Baptist, friends and family for
stopping by and sharing in
this long-awaited day!
Rev. Dr. Thompson gave
us much food for thought
through his message of
‘Going Beyond the Command’ in which he used scripture from Exodus 35 and 36.
In going beyond the command, he pointed out that
while we’ve done some great
things (i.e. burn the mortgage) it’s the Lord who has
set us free and that this is not
the time to stop. God has
freed us to move to the next
level. God has done this, and
he is waiting to show us how
much more we can do, for
there’s more to be done. He
also pointed out to us that
even Jesus did not stop at Calvary. So, we thank God for
Rev. Dr. Thompson, the message God gave to him for us
and the First Baptist Church
family for joining us on this
great occasion.

Pastor’s Corner
We will travel over to New
Mt. Sinai M.B. Church on
Tuesday, October 23, 2018 to
fellowship and help them celebrate their church’s 39th Anniversary.
The Brotherhood Ministry is having another outing
with young men 8-18 on Saturday, October 27, details and
time are forthcoming. Finally, we close out October
with the YAMS (Young Adult
Ministry) Fall Festival event
on October 31, from 6:30 to
8:30. The surrounding community is invited to join us.
There will be food, games,
fun and Christian fellowship.
The YAMS will also launch
their “Can I Pray for You
Prayer Booth” at this time,
where you can submit
prayers and/or pray with
prayer warrior volunteers.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a
heart for the people), the Official Family and Members
welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much,
we owe Him at least a Thank
You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South,
St.
Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Of-

fice: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”:
Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available
- Call the Church at (727)
906-8300 – Monday – Friday
from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
Domestic
Violence
Awareness & Holy Matrimony Month at The Ship
Church scheduled events
Every Monday in the
month of October, at 7 pm,
21/41 Pastor's and First Family Appreciation Celebration,
Prayer and Planning Meeting, All interested members
are encouraged to attend.
Dea. Arthur Reese, Honorary Chair, Elder Keith and
Sister Carolyn Riggins Chairs
of the PASTOR'S SUPPORT
MINISTRY (WHOSOEVER
WILL, LET THEM COME)
Committee. STOP BY THE
21/41
INFORMATION
TABLE FOR ALL OTHER
DETAILS OF EVENTS.
Theme: A WILLING SHEPHERD ISA MAN AFTER
GOD'S OWN HEART, Scripture: JEREMIAH 3:15 and
this year's Colors are:
BLACK AND PURPLE.
Saturday, October 27,
2018 – Our First Lady Rocks
Event.
ATTENTION TO MEMBERS BORN
IN THE
MONTH OF NOVEMBER
(TRIBE
OF
ASHER,

PLEASE SEE YOUR CAPTAINS (SHEILA PERRY
(727) 219-0692) OR REBEKAH JOHNSON, WE
ARE TRYING TO REACH
OUT TO YOU, BUT FOR
SOME MEMBERS, YOUR
CONTACT NUMBER HAVE
CHANGED.
Wednesday, October 31,
2018 AT FROM 6:30 PM
UNTIL 8:00 PM -THIS IS A
HOLY FUN CELEBRATION
FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH,
SMALL CHILDREN MUST
COME WITH A PARENT
OR GUARDIAN. ALL MINISTRIES ARE ASKED TO
SET-UP A TABLE IN THE
UPPER-ROOM,
SET-UP
TIME 6:00 PM OR FROM
9:00 AM UNTIL 3:00 PM ON
WEDNESDAY.
EARLY
VOTING
STARTED ON OCTOBER
22, 2018 – GO VOTE IN ST.
PETE AT 501 1ST AVENUE
NORTH.
WEST COAST NEWS:
West Coast Baptist District Association Annual Session
dates
are
from
November 7-9, 2018, to be
hosted by Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, Dr.
Rickey L. Houston, Host Pastor, 3455 26th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, Florida. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Moderator. Marriott hotel(s) offering your special group rate: ï
Fairfield Inn & Suites St Petersburg North for 129.00
USD per night Book your
group rate for West Coast
Baptist Association

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Manifestation of Prosperity
“Beloved, I wish above all things that you
may prosper and be in health, even as thy
soul prospers.” 3 John 1:2
Over the past year, our country and nations across the world have experienced unprecedented economic challenges. People
have lost jobs, homes and investments. Jesus
can relate to tough financial times.
In Matthew 17:24-27, Jesus and His disciples owed taxes and when the bill collector
came to them it opened the door for a manifestation of money to meet the debt that was
owed. Jesus told Peter to go “fishing for
money” and Peter found money in the fish’s
mouth. There was a manifestation. The
money was where Jesus said it would be. It

was enough not only for Peter’s taxes but for
Jesus’ taxes too.
We know that we are prosperous and
walking in a wealthy place, when our debts
are paid and we also have enough to help others with their bills without it effecting our financial position. As we observe the Kingdom
principle of sowing and reaping and are faithful stewards to God in the giving of our tithes
and offering, there will be a manifestation of
wealth and prosperity in our lives: debts cancelled, checks in the mail, bonuses, increases, settlements, inheritances, sales,
rebates, discounts, gifts, multiple streams of
income, dividends, assets, residual income
and any other financial blessing.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Forgiveness
“And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Memorable moments in World Series history
HISTORY, from page 9

for the first time ever, winning the Series in seven
games. Robinson’s display of pluck by stealing
of home remains one of
the most talked-about moments in Series history.
Bob Gibson fans 17
One of the most gifted
and dominating pitchers
ever to take the hill, Gibson went 22-9 in 1968 with
an unfathomably low
earned run average of
1.12. He had more than
proven himself during the
regular season but now
came the pressure of
baseball’s biggest stage.
As his St. Louis Cardinals faced the Detroit
Tigers that fall in the Series, Gibson got the call
for Game 1, up against
fierce competition from
his counterpart. Denny
McLain of the Tigers was
no slouch as he had
notched 31 victories that
year—the first pitcher to
break 30 wins since 1934.
Few pitchers wanted to go
up against the fearsome
Tiger hurler.
Everyone watching
expected a duel for the
ages, but Gibson had
other ideas. He set an almost inconceivable pace
when he struck out the
six of the first seven batters he faced. Tossing his

blazing fastballs and kneebuckling sliders, Gibson
mowed them all down and
took no prisoners.
He wound up pitching
a complete game and
struck out a minimum of
two hitters on six of those
nine innings! McLain not
only couldn’t keep up but
stumbled by allowing
men to reach scoring position in the early innings
before giving up runs in
the fourth. The Cards
would score four runs to
win the game, but Gibson
didn’t even need them all
as he shut out a team that
had won 103 games that
season, 4-0.
When Willie Horton
struck out looking to end
the game he became Gibson’s 17th strikeout victim. Outsmarting and
overpowering some of the
American League’s most
ferocious hitters, Gibson
delivered a masterful performance that was sterling enough to break the
previous Word Series
record of 15 strikeouts in
a single game.
Willie Mays and the
impossible grab
It is an iconic moment,
one replayed time and
again and engrained in
the lore of the game. It is
known simply as “The

Bob Gibson

Catch.”
As many roundly consider him baseball’s best
ever all-around player,
Willie Mays of Westfield,
Ala., came up impressively through the Negro
Leagues and minors to
take his place in the
lineup of the National
League’s New York Giants. Mays had all the
tools: he could hit, he
could run, and as the
Cleveland Indians would
find out on the 1954 Series, he could certainly
catch.
In the closely-contested Game 1 of that Series, the score was tied 2-2
in the top of the eighth
when the Indians put two
runners on base. It was a
tense moment at the Polo
Grounds in Upper Manhattan, where the Giants
called home. Left-hand
hitter Vic Wertz stepped
up to the plate and
worked the count to 2-1
before ripping pitcher
Don Liddle’s pitch toward
the park’s cavernous centerfield. The collective
heart of thousands of
New Yorkers sank as they
followed the ball’s arc.
But racing out toward
the centerfield fence at
full speed with his back to
the diamond—all while
tracking the flight of the
long
drive—Mays
stretched out his glove at
the perfect moment to
pluck it from the crisp
late-September air and
make one of the most improbable over-the-shoulder catches of all time.
Immediately he spun
around in a violent pirouette, heaving the ball
back toward the infield
with all his humanly
might, and fell down in
the outfield grass from
the powerful throw. Hys-

terical exuberance from
the screaming fans, paralyzing disbelief from the
Indians.
With that spectacular
grab Mays, “The Say Hey
Kid,” prevented the runners from scoring and the
Cleveland club from taking the lead late in the
game. The Giants would
go on to win in the 10th inning and ultimately take
the Series.
But it was the speed,
determination and grace
of Mays’ superhuman effort in centerfield that
goes down as one of the
most memorable moments in any World Series.
Joe Carter’s bat
shoots off fireworks
Every kid on a sandlot
who has ever held a baseball bat in his hands has
had the same daydream:
it’s the final inning of a
World Series game, he’s
at the plate, and he can
win it all for his team with
one mighty swing.
No doubt Joe Carter
imagined that exact scenario as a kid in Oklahoma, but in the 1993
Series
against
the
Philadelphia Phillies, that
dream became an exhilarating reality for the
Toronto Blue Jays’ slugger. With the defending
champion Jays ahead in
the Series three games to
two, they found themselves down 6-5 in Game
6 as they went to bat in
the bottom of the ninth.
Mitch Williams, the
Phillies closer with a
flamethrower for an arm,
came in from the bullpen
to shut down the Jays. He
walked Rickey Henderson, got a fly ball out then
gave up a single to Paul
Molitor.
Then Joe Carter

stepped up to the plate
and into his place in the
history books.
In the handful of times
Carter
had
faced
Williams, he’d never been
able to touch the hardthrowing pitcher, going 04 against him. Holding his
piece of lumber in his
grip, Carter dug in. Now
with his fourth team,
Carter had won the Silver
Slugger Award twice and
was
the
American
League’s RBI champ in
1986.
But in this Series, the
All-Star first baseman had
been underperforming
and at times had even
looked uncomfortable at
the plate. With the tension in Toronto’s SkyDome mounting, Carter
worked the count to 2-2.
The stage was set.
And Carter delivered.
Williams fired off a fastball, and Carter turned on
his bat on it with incredible quickness, smacking a
line drive over the left
field fence and sending
tens of thousands of fans
into a frenzy, as his
mighty swat had clinched
the World Series by a

Willie Mays
score of 8-6.
Pumping his fists and
leaping for joy, an ecstatic
Carter rounded the bases,
barely touching the
ground in his euphoria.
Fireworks exploded in the
stadium and his teammates mobbed him at
home plate as the Jays repeated as champs.
With that decisive
blast, Carter became only
the second player in
major league history to
win the Series with a
walk-off home run. On
that Saturday night in
Oct., Joe Carter lived the
dream.
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Joe Carter

